
  

 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E ,  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  F O R E S T R Y  

 

 

Imported Food Notice 14/11 
Issued: 7 July 2011  
 

SUBJECT: Requirement to declare producer details for 
surveillance foods referred to the IFIS  

 
Purpose 
To advise Customs brokers and importers of the new AQIS requirement to declare producer details when 
lodging Full Import Declarations (FIDs) in the Customs Integrated Cargo System (ICS) for all surveillance 
foods that are referred to the Imported Food Inspection Scheme (IFIS).    
 
To advise that the requirements in this notice will be applied to all FIDs referred to the IFIS from 21 July 
2011.  

 

Scope 
This notice applies to the following: 
 

 All Customs brokers or importers who are lodging FIDs in the ICS for consignments of imported 
food. 

 All food importers who provide Customs brokers with information about their consignments of 
imported food. 

 

Requirement to declare producer details for surveillance foods referred to the IFIS 
Certain information is required when lodging a FID for imported food. The ICS uses this information to 
determine if the FID is referred to AQIS under the Imported Food Control Act 1992. 
 
Currently, the requirement for the Customs broker or importer to declare the producer details is only applied 
to risk foods or food subject to a holding order.  
 
From 21 July 2011, Customs brokers must declare the producer details of all surveillance foods 
selected for referral to the IFIS.  An electronic process in the ICS randomly selects 5% of surveillance 
foods for referral to the IFIS.  When a food is randomly selected by the ICS, the Customs broker or importer 
who is lodging FID will be advised by the ICS that the producer details must be declared.   
 
Surveillance foods that are not selected by the ICS will not require the producer details to be 
declared. 
 
It is anticipated this change will benefit the importers of surveillance foods by: 
 

 Reducing the amount of incorrectly referred foods 

 Reducing the time for AQIS to assess supporting documentation 

 Reducing the time for AQIS to inspect and sample surveillance foods 
 
The importer is responsible for providing the Customs broker with sufficient information about the food being 
imported, including producer details. If incorrect producer details are lodged in the ICS, the AQIS system 
may not apply the correct rate of inspection and the importer may be subject to unnecessary inspection and 
analytical testing of samples. 
 



For more information about the different categories of imported food, their inspection rate and how goods are 
referred by Customs to AQIS, refer to IFN ‘Requirements to lodge FIDs for imported foods’ available on the 
AQIS website; http://daff.gov.au/aqis/import/food/notices  

 
 
Who can I contact for further information? 
NSW (02) 8334 7475 nswimpfood@aqis.gov.au   
Queensland and Northern Territory (07) 3246 8757 qldimpfood@aqis.gov.au 
Victoria, Tasmania  (03) 8318 6700 vicimpfood@aqis.gov.au   
Western Australia and South Australia (08) 9334 1532 waimpfood@aqis.gov.au  
Canberra (02) 6272 5488 foodimp@aqis.gov.au  

Note: The information in this document covers AQIS imported food requirements only and is current on the date of publication but may change 

without notice.  Importers must satisfy all requirements of the Imported Food Control Act 1992 applicable at the time of entry.  The 
Commonwealth through AQIS is not liable for any costs arising from or associated with decisions to import based on information 

presented here which is not current at the time of importation.  While every effort is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information 

contained in this document, the ultimate determination in respect to food standards that must be complied with are those set down in the 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code 
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