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Media Release




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
EDI acquisition to benefit international trade and transport community
Tradegate announced today that it has purchased the Customs EDI business formerly operated by AAPT.
The purchase includes the messaging switch, EDI engine, translation engine and associated equipment as well as the customer base.  Three staff members will be added to Tradegate’s Sydney head office as part of the expansion. 
“This purchase is a key plank of Tradegate’s strategy for the future. An examination of Tradegate’s business in late 2006 concluded that Tradegate needed to in-source its core business, rather than outsource it to a third party,” Tradegate’s CEO Peter Blanchard said.
“The Smartrade platform has been used by Tradegate’s members since the mid- 1990s and continues to process over 3 million Customs EDI messages per month.  It is a robust, industrial strength, many-to-many, any-to-any translation platform designed for the specific requirements of Tradegate and the international trade and transport community. 
“The decision to own and control our core business is seen as imperative in the post CMR environment. Tradegate will be better able to meet the needs of our members and customers with this technology in-house,” Mr Blanchard added.
The acquisition was completed after extensive negotiations with Customs and the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding for the hosting of Type 3H digital certificates.
“Tradegate welcomes Dominic Coles, Stephen Ware and Rao Abbineni to its staff.  We are delighted to have these experienced people who have provided support and managed the messaging to Customs over many years.
“There continues to be demand for Smartrade’s ‘any-to-any’ messaging capability so that members can avoid re-keying and meet the on-time requirements of Customs. This service will decrease the likelihood of fines for late lodgment of information to Customs.
“Managing the service in-house, we are able to offer our members attractive prices so that the benefits of e-commerce can be obtained by all in the supply chain,” Mr Blanchard concluded.

Sydney

14 May 2007
Inquiries: Peter Blanchard 02 9283 1144; 0414 724 312
About Tradegate

Tradegate is a neutral, not-for-profit, non-government organisation, established to improve the efficiency of exports and imports moving across Australia’s border through the implementation of electronic commerce.  Tradegate supplies electronic commerce services to exporters, importers, customs brokers, freight forwarders, shipping lines, stevedores, depots, airlines, express couriers, and port authorities.
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