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MEDIA RELEASE

27 June 2007

KAVA IMPORTATION INTO AUSTRALIA

The Commonwealth Government has moved to tighten import restrictions on kava.  This has been necessary to combat kava abuse and significant associated health problems in Indigenous communities.

From 26 June 2007, the importation of kava will not be allowed except for medical or scientific purposes.  

The existing approval allows the importation of up to 2kg of kava in the accompanied baggage of an incoming passenger (aged 18 years or over) to Australia.  This will continue, in recognition that kava has traditional ceremonial and cultural uses for Pacific Islanders. 

Kava abuse has become an increasingly serious problem in Indigenous communities over recent years with the health effects becoming more severe in communities where kava use is not traditional and where excessive consumption occurs.

Further information can be obtained on the website of the Therapeutic Goods Administration (www.tga.gov.au/impexp/index.htm ).
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